
Appendix A 
Wildlife Observations 

(Includes Attached CD) 



Appendix A 
More Mesa Data Methodology 

Appendix A is organized to make accessible the numerous biological data resources 

recorded over the past few decades on More Mesa.  The data, coming from a variety of sources 

including biological studies, field observations and emails, was compiled and sorted into several 

excel spreadsheets for accessibility.  The data was sorted into the following sections:

� Nesting: This tab notes nesting behavior observations as well as the number of 

nestlings/fledglings recorded between 1998 and 2003. It is organized by location. 

� Nests Observed: This tab compiles the number of nest observed each year between 

1998 and 2003.  

� Data: This tab is the most comprehensive of the spreadsheets and contains white-

tailed kite observation location, number, age range, and behavior, as well as other 

important incidental bird observations.  All of this information was inserted 

chronologically and included the source of the data or observer, and date, where 

available.

� Observations: This tab is a compilation of white-tailed kite observations, and includes 

location, behavior, age, and nesting data from 1987-2005. 

� Other Species: This tab is a compilation of notable species observations (primarily 

raptors) recorded between 1981 and 2005 

� Location:  This tab is a compilation of white-tailed kite observations, sorted by location, 

between 1987 and 2005. 

� Storrer: John Storrer’s field notes (51 surveys), were placed into this tab, which was 

created to differentiate the data from these expert field notes, as his observations were 

mixed throughout the “Data” spreadsheet due to its chronological organization.   

� Roosting:  This tab is a compilation of white-tailed kite roosts observations, sorted by 

location, between 1987 and 2005. 

The first series of data included in the “Data” spreadsheet comes from the 1982 

Biological Survey (1981-1982- 44 surveys).  From this study, only the numbers of white-tailed kite 

observations were included by AMEC within the spreadsheet, although many incidental species 

were noted within the survey.  These incidental species observations were deemed too numerous 

for the scope of this spreadsheet but can be accessed via the 1982 Biological Survey, included 

on the Appendix CD. 

The next series of data came from various white-tailed kite observation field notes, 

surveys, and emails (237 surveys/emails). The amount of data and detail provided on these 

records varies widely (e.g. some entries on the spreadsheet depict all the data noted within a 

given entry, while some are simplifying very long narratives on white-tailed kite behaviors, etc.), 



however only the pertinent information (e.g. behavior, location, age, etc.) was included within the 

spreadsheet.  These observations include: Mike Holmgren’s field notes and observation between 

1987 and 2003; John Storrer’s field notes and observation between 1999 and 2003; a multi-year 

study coordinated by Morgan Ball from 1999-2003; observation’s coordinated by the More Mesa 

Preservation Coalition; and others.   

Lastly, several 2008 emails of personal communication between both John Storrer and 

Mark Holmgren were added, including all incidental species sightings, which were carefully noted 

within the “Other Species” tab (6 emails).  The observations in the SB County 1997 report were 

not recorded within the spreadsheet, yet were recorded within the other tables (all data between 

1995 and 1996 is from this report). 



Sensitive Species Observation Table 
Corresponds to Specific Species Observations in Figure 3-3 

Sensitive Species Observation
Blue grosbeak 1  Observed 4/08. 
Blue grosbeak 2  Male observed 4/03 

Blue grosbeak 3 
 1 or 2 individuals heard singing, 3 or 4 individuals 
heard calling 7/03 

Blue grosbeak 4  Singing male observed with female 06/07 
Blue grosbeak 5  Singing male observed 06/07 
Burrowing owl 1  Observed April 2008 
Burrowing owl 2  Observed sitting and posing 1/03 
Burrowing owl 3  Observed 1/03 
Burrowing owl 4  Individual observed 1/96 
Burrowing owl 5  Individual observed 12/95 
Cooper’s hawk 1  Juvenile observed resting on pole 12/02 
Cooper’s hawk 2  Adult observed 8/02 
Cooper’s hawk 3  Juvenile observed 8/02 

Cooper’s hawk 4 
 Immature observed flying into private kitchen after a 
pigeon 5/02 

Cooper’s hawk 5  Individual observed flying west 11/95 
Cooper’s hawk 6  Individual observed flying east 12/95, 
Cooper’s hawk 7  Individual observed flying east 10/95 
Cooper’s hawk 8  Individual observed 12/95 
Cooper’s hawk 9  Approximate location of nesting area observed 08 
Grasshopper sparrow 1  Singing pair observed 6/07 
Grasshopper sparrow 2  Individual observed 6/07 
Great egret 1  Individual observed 11/95 
Great egret 2  Individual observed 12/95 
Great egret 3  Individual observed 11/95 
Great egret 4  Individual observed 11/95 
Loggerhead shrike 1  Observed 7/03 
Loggerhead shrike 2  Individual observed sitting Jan 2003 
Loggerhead shrike 3  Individual observed 1/03 
Loggerhead shrike 4  Individual observed sitting 1/03 
Loggerhead shrike 5  Individual observed sitting 11/02 
Loggerhead shrike 6  Adult observed 10/02 
Loggerhead shrike 7  Individual observed sitting 9/02 
Loggerhead shrike 8  Individual observed sitting Sept 2002 
Loggerhead shrike 9  2 individuals observed sitting 8/02 
Loggerhead shrike 10  Individual observed 8/02, 
Loggerhead shrike 11  Individual observed 8/02 
Loggerhead shrike 12  Individual observed sitting 8/02, 
Merlin 1  Individual observed flying east 10/95 
Merlin 2  Individual observed flying west 10/95, 
Merlin 3  Individual observed flying northwest 12/95, 
Merlin 4  Individual observed flying 11/95 
Merlin 5  Individual observed flying 11/95, 
Merlin 6  Individual observed flying east 10/95 

Northern harrier 1 
 Male observed chasing a young white-tailed kite out 
of his hunting territory 12/02 

Northern harrier 2  2 females observed hunting 12/02 



Northern harrier 3  Individual observed hunting 12/02 
Northern harrier 4  Female observed hunting 12/02 
Northern harrier 5  2 females observed hunting 12/02 
Northern harrier 6  Female observed hunting 11/02 
Northern harrier 7  2 females observed hunting-one low, one high 11/02 
Northern harrier 8  Female observed hunting 11/02 
Northern harrier 9  Female observed hunting 12/02 
Northern harrier 10  Female observed hunting 12/02 
Northern harrier 11  2 adults observed hunting 12/02, 
Northern harrier 12  Individual observed flying and hunting 11/02, 
Northern harrier 13  2 adults observed hunting 10/02 
Northern harrier 14  Female observed hunting 8/02 
Northern harrier 15  Female observed 8/02 
Northern harrier 16  Female observed 8/02 
Northern harrier 17  Female observed 8/02, 
Peregrine falcon  Individual observed flying east 7/04 
Sharp-shinned hawk 1  Individual observed flying north 12/95 
Sharp-shinned hawk 2  Individual observed flying north 11/95 
Sharp-shinned hawk 3  Individual observed flying east 10/95 
Short-eared owl 1  Adult observed hunting and perching 2/03 
Short-eared owl 2  Observed 1/03 

Short-eared owl 3 
 Individual observed flying south and west to bluff 
1/03

Short-eared owl 4  Observed 1/03 
Short-eared owl 5  Individual observed hunting at dusk 1/03 

Short-eared owl 6 
 Individual observed hunting and flying low over 
meadow 1/03 

Short-eared owl 7  Individual observed hunting 1/03 

Short-eared owl 8 
 Individual observed flying out of ravine area by 
cattails 12/02 

Short-eared owl 9  Individual observed hunting 12/02 
Short-eared owl 10  Individual observed 4/03 

Southwestern pond turtle 1
 Approximate location of 4 individuals observed 
during 1977-79 survey and 1 individual in 2008 

Southwestern pond turtle 2  Observed 1977-79 survey 
Southwestern pond turtle 3  Observed 1977-79 survey 

White-throated swift 1 
 Approximate location of nesting observed in bluff 
face in 2008 

White-throated swift 2  Individual observed 4/03, 



Appendix B 
Recreation Survey 



 
 

Final Usage Survey Analysis 
 
The More Mesa Preservation Coalition would like to offer our heartfelt 
thanks to all those members of the community who took the time to 
complete the More Mesa Usage Survey.  Without their help, this report 
would not exist.  THANK YOU! 
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Collection Techniques:  Results described below are based on data from three 
hundred and five (305) users of More Mesa.  Data were collected during the period 
between August 2004 and March 2007.  Early respondents were solicited on More Mesa 
and completed a hard copy of the survey (Included in this Appendix), while the other half 
of the responses were obtained by creating a feature on our web site, 
http://www.moremesa.org, that allowed for electronic submittal.  All responses were 
subsequently recorded into a spread sheet and analyzed from that data base.  
 
Categories:  The survey focused on respondents' demographics, usage patterns and 
forms of recreation on More Mesa.  We asked respondents: 
 
� Their age (within a decade)  
� How many years  have they been using More Mesa 
� Whether they come to More Mesa on weekdays, weekends or both 
� What part of the day do they come to More Mesa   
� Number of visits per month 
� How much time is spent on More Mesa during each visit 
� In what ways do they recreate on More Mesa 
� Any additional comments 
 
Results of analysis of the data for each category are shown in the following pages. 
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���MORE�MESA�IS�USED�BY�PEOPLE�OF�ALL�AGES  
 
 
Age Distribution:  The age distribution of the 300 respondents who answered this 
question is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
Under 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-60 Over 60 
      

10 29 55 74 71 61 
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SOME Y�HAVE��

MORE�THAN�HALF�A�CENTURY�
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Years Visiting More Mesa: The combined total of years visiting More Mesa, for 
the 299 people who answered this question, is 4407 years.  This is an average of 14.7 

ears per person.  Details are shown below. y
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ESA�THROUGHOUT��
����������������THE�ENTIRE�WEEK�

isitation by Weekday or Weekend

MOST�PEOPLE�USE�MORE�M

 
V : 
 

� Only on weekend: 25% 
� Only on weekdays: 5% 
� Both weekend and  weekdays: 68% 

UR�COMMUNITY��
����������������������ANY�TIME�OF�DAY��

ime of Day: 

 
MORE�MESA�IS�ENJOYED�BY�O
��
 
T  
 
Time of Day   Number of People of 341 Responses % 
   

Early Morning 40 17 
Morning 77 33 
Afternoon 120 52 
Late Afternoon 79 34 
All Times 25 11 
Respondents were asked to indicate all times of day that applied.  Therefore, there were 

ore than 305 replies to this question. 
 

EOPLE�COME�TO�MORE�MESA�OVER�AND�OVER�AGAIN�
 

m

Usage By Time of Day

All
  Early 
Morning

Morning

P

Afternoon

    Late 
Afternoon
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Visits/Month: While respondents reported enjoying More Mesa in a range between 
once every other month and 30 times a month, most reported multiple visits per week. 
The total number of visits to More Mesa, by the 297 respondents to this question, was 
2523.  This is an average of 8.4 times per month. 
 
 
��
PEOPLE�COME�TO�MORE�MESA�FOR�HOURS�AT�A�TIME 
 
 
Time Spent on More Mesa: For the 296 people who answered this question: 
 

� Thirty nine (39), or 13%, spent less than 1 hour 
� One hundred sixty three (163), or 55%, spent between one and two hours:  
� Ninety four (94), or 31% spent more than two hours.  
 

 
THIS�LAND�ALLOWS�PEOPLE�TO�EXPRESS�THEMSELVES�
�����������������������IN�SO�MANY�WAYS�
 
 
Recreational Activities on More Mesa: Respondents were asked to indicate all 
recreational activities that applied.  Therefore, there are more than 305 replies to this 
question 
 
 
 
Recreational Activity Number of Responses % of Total Responses 
   

Hiking 187                 81 
Beach 154                 67 
Dog Walking 74                 32 
Running 69                 30 
Bird Watching 49                 21 
Biking 38                 16 
Other 23                 10 
Equestrian 19                   8 
Educational 11                   5 
Gliding/Soaring 5                   2 

See aerial map below 
�
�
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THIS�LAND�ALLOWS�PEOPLE�TO�EXPRESS�THEMSELVES�
�����������������������IN�SO�MANY�WAYS�
�
�
�
Comments:  This section allowed respondents to comment on any aspect of More 
Mesa.  Most comments focused on how much More Mesa meant to the person 
completing the survey.  Some of these comments can be found at: 
http://www.moremesa.org/mesa_people_input.html 
 
 
 
 
         
Prepared By: Valerie Olson 
More Mesa Preservation Coalition 
May 2007 
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MORE MESA USAGE SURVEY - HARD COPY  
   

 
Date:  __________ 

 
Many of us are acutely aware of how very important More Mesa is to our community.  
However, we need statistics, based on actual data, to send the most powerful messages 
about how much we care about More Mesa.  For this reason, we are asking you to take a 
moment to complete the survey below and get it back to us.  Thank you so much for your 
time, your interest and for caring about More Mesa.  
       More Mesa Preservation Coalition 

 
 
 
� Age:    (a) Under 20 ______  (b) 21-30______  (c) 31-40 ______ (d) 41-50 ______  
                  (e)   51-60 ______ (f) Over 60 ______ 
 
� How long have you been enjoying More Mesa?  _______yrs 
 
� When do you usually visit?  
  
       (a) Weekends?  ______     (b) Weekdays?  ______  c) Both ______ 
 
� How many times a month do you come to More Mesa?  ________ 
 
� On average, how long do you spend there?   
 
      (a) less than 1 hour _____ (b) 1-2 hours _____ (c) more than 2 hours _____ 
 
� What kinds of activities do you enjoy there (check all that apply)? 
 

(a) Walking/hiking  _____ (b) Running _____ (c) Beach _____  
(b) (d) Walking dog _____ (e) Bird Watching _____ (f) Horseback riding _____  
(c) (g) Hang gliding _____ (h) Other ____________________ 

 
Name (Optional):  ____________________ 
 
Contact us at moremesa@mindspring.com if you are interested in the results of this 
survey, or would like to in being kept informed about issues concerning More Mesa. 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP! 
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Goleta Community Plan: More Mesa Development Standards 





















Appendix D 
Soil Survey 
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Be – Beaches
 

Ca – Camarillo fine sandy loam
 

CgC2 – Concepcion fine loamy sand
(2-9% sloopes, eroded) 

 

CgD2 – Concepcion fine loamy sand
(2-15% slopes, eroded)

 

CgE2 – Concepcion fine loamy sand
(5-30% slopes, eroded) 

 

DaC – Diablo clay (2-9% slopes)*

*Diablo clay and Baywood loamy sand
 are identified by the USACE to be hydric
 soils in California (USACE 2008).
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